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The Foliage Tour begins and ends at the Academy Building, home of the Walpole Historical Society.  It is a 20-mile tour 

of historical sites and views (red lines on the map).  There are two optional tours (blue and green – details below). 
 
1. The Academy, built in 1831, is an early example of 

the two-story Greek portico:  center entrance with 
Federal fan.  The open octagonal bell tower is of 
Federal design.  Built as an Academy, it was bought 
by the town in 1853 and was the Walpole School 
until 1950.  At that time it was purchased by the 
Historical Society. 

Drive up Old North Main Street to the Old Drewsville 
Road, which becomes a gravel road at about one mile.  
At about 300 feet on the left side of the gravel road and 
about 15 feet up the bank is a stone marker. 
2. Flynt Grave:  In 1775 Thomas Flynt and Daniel 

Twitchell were killed here by Indians while after ash 
logs.  Flynt was buried on the spot.  The site was 
marked by the local Boy Scouts as a bicentennial 
project. 

Continue on, crossing Valley Road, to Route 123 and 
turning right.  In the center of Drewsville, turn right onto 
the Old Cheshire Turnpike. 
3. Drewsville Common:  Fine old homes surround the 

Common.  At the head of the Common is the place 
know as the Mansion.  The Cheshire Turnpike was 
the main route from Charlestown to Keene.  In the 
early 1800’s more business was done in Drewsville 
than in the village of Walpole.  Drew purchased the  
land from Bellows Falls, and thus the name. 

Continue on Cheshire Turnpike and turn left on Valley 
Road. 
4. Dodge Tavern:  The Tavern was a stopping place 

for teams freighting goods from Canada to Boston.  
A large barn once stood across the road from the 
house and was used to shelter the teams.  Under 
one area in the barn was a secret cellar used to hide 
smuggled goods from Canada and slaves moving 
north. 

The large house on the left just before crossing into 
Alstead was the site of the Walpole Poor Farm in the 
1800’s. 
5. Slade Cemetery:  Just after crossing into Alstead 

there is a small cemetery on the left.  Eunice 
(Angler) Slade, a lifelong resident of Walpole, is 
buried here.  She was born in 1799 and died in 
1901, thus living in the 18

th
, 19

th
 and 20

th
 centuries. 

Take a right onto McLean Road (gravel) and then a right 
onto Barnett Hill Road.  
6. View:  After passing the vineyard and farm, notice 

the views of Vermont to the left. 
At the end of Barnett Hill, turn left on March Hill Road.  
Turn left on Thompson Road and then left on Watkins 
Hill Road at the Britton farm. 
7. Christian Hollow, where Watkins Hill and County 

Road intersect, was the site of a tavern run by 
William Robinson in the early 1800’s.  The name 
comes from the Christian Church that served people 
on Carpenter Hill. 

At Christian Hollow you may continue on the main tour 
by turning right on County Road, or turn left and take the 
optional tour to Carpenter Hill (2.6 miles round trip – blue 

line on map) by going up the hill then turning left on 
Carpenter Hill (Merriam Road on the map). 
8. Goldsmith Tavern is a short distance ahead at the 

intersection on what was the road to Keene.  During 
the Revolutionary War soldiers, on the way to the 
Battle of Bennington, stopped here and devoured an 
ox that was prepared for them.  Follow the road to 
the right to the Carpenter Hill Cemetery.  There was 
always quite a settlement in this section of town. 

On the main tour, continue past several open fields, and 
a pond on a sharp corner then note the farm on the right. 
9. Graves Farm is the only Bicentennial area in 

Walpole.  The land was purchased in 1761 by an 
ancestor of Robert Graves.  His son, Peter, now 
farms the land.  It has always been farmed by the 
family and is now owned by the 9

th
 generation. 

At this point you can go back to Graves Road and follow 
the optional tour (green line on the map – see below) or 
continue on the main tour by proceeding to Kingsbury 
Road (a right) back to Watkins Hill, where you turn left. 
10. Watkins Tavern, built in 1792, was a stop on the 

Post Road to Boston.  The original sign dated 1795 
hangs in the front hall.  Later it became the farm 
house of the Hooper family, who willed the property 
to the town of Walpole.  The Hooper Golf Cub was 
formed in 1926.  Quoins on the corners and around 
the windows are very rare in this area.  The house is 
listed in the Library of Congress. 

While the tour ends at the Walpole Academy, we 
encourage you to take a few more minutes and visit the 
Homestead Inn on Main Street.  On the way, you will 
pass the Cemetery and Mill Pond. 
11. The Homestead was built in 1762 by Gen. Benjamin 

Bellows as his homestead.  He was the founder of 
Walpole.  It passed on to his son, then grandson 
who gave it to the Board of Foreign Missions upon 
his death.  In 1890, Copley Amory bought the 
property and acreage.  The property was sold 
several times.  The Homestead operated as a 
stagecoach inn, and was eventually purchased in 
1950 by doctors who had a nursing home.  It was 
vacant awhile, then purchased in 1975 and became 
the Homestead Inn.   

Optional tour from Graves Farm (green line):  After you 
visit the farm, turn back and take the right on Graves 
Road, then right on Wentworth Road, left on Mill Road, 
and then right on the Old Keene Road. 
12. Old Golf Club House, built in 1898, is on the left.  It 

was designed and constructed by Nelson Hastings 
as the Homestead Golf Club on leased land on Old 
Drewsville Road.  In 1914 it became the Walpole 
Country Club and was sawed into sections, moved 
through the town, and reassembled on its present 
site.  It operated as a successful social club for 
about 12 years and was then sold to Russell 
Hastings in 1926.  In 1969 it was converted to an 
unusual house.  A silo guest house was built in 1975 
and connected to the house by a covered ramp. 


